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In fact these laws were only occasionally used, to suppress
political opponents or collect informers9 fees. After 1688 most
Protestant Dissenters were relieved, on taking oaths of submis-
sion to the Government, from most of the laws against them,1
and Occasional Conformity Acts and Acts of Indemnity en-
abled them to hold office though forbidden by Statute. Yet
so strong was the anti-Catholic bias that Catholics were not
relieved from the penalties against them until 1778, and then
only on taking oaths denying the Jacobite claims and the power
of the Pope to depose, whilst clerics were not relieved at all and
the Mass was still proscribed.2 They did not receive the same
toleration as Protestant Dissenters until I7gi3 nor the franchise
until 1839,* and even then Jesuits and other religious Orders
and Catholic teachers and priests were still nominally under
disabilities, and, though for the more part the law was never
enforced, Jesuits and other Orders and all priests were not
relieved of their last disabilities until 1926.s

To sum up, laws against nonconformity were passed of the
most intolerant character, but after 1700 never enforced in full
and even before often disregarded. They were undoubtedly
a humiliating nuisance to their victims, and especially to Catho-
lics, but the police in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies were too weak and too haphazard to enforce them and
in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries such as were not
repealed only survived by accident, having been forgotten.
There was never anything in England to equal the Protestant
persecutions in Scotland or Holland or the New England

1 i W. and M. c. 18, 1689,

a Sir George Savile's Act, 18 Geo. Ill, c. 60. The Conventicle Act and Five
Mile Act were nominally binding until 52 Geo. Ill, c. 155, and Elizabeth's Acts
against non-attendance until 7 & 8 Viet. c. 10, except for the Toleration Acts.

3 31 Geo. Ill, c. 32; 10 Geo. IV, c. 7.                            * 7 & 8 Viet. c. 59.

5 16 & 17 Geo. V, c. 55. The Acts repealed were 3 & 4 Edw. VI, c, 10; I Eliz.
c. 24; i Geo. I, st. 2, c. 50; 31 Geo. Ill, c. 32; 10 Geo. IV, c. 7; 2 & 3 Will. IV,
c. 115; 23 & 24 Viet. c. 134; the first five were practically obsolete although con-
taining offensive provisions in regard to the use of vestments, steeples, bells,
images, schools, &c. The last two were still of some practical importance as they
forbade gifts to (male) celibate orders, &c., which might in some cases cause gifts
to Catholic organizations which would be good Charitable Trusts if the Orders had
been Protestant. A good draftsman could, however, evade them de facto.